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PRENDERGAST,  MAURICE  BRAZIL

(Oct 27, i86i-Feb. i, 1924), genre painter, born
in Roxbury, Mass., was the son of Maurice Pren-
dergast, a wholesale grocer, and Malvina (Ger-
maine) Prendergast He was graduated from
the Rice grammar school, Boston, and studied
drawing from the cast at the Starr King school
In the evening classes. He made occasional ex-
cursions into the country for the purpose of
sketching from nature. With his elder brother,
Charles, who made artistic picture frames and
was a talented wood-carver, Maurice embarked
for Europe on board a cattle ship in 1887. Ar-
rived in Paris, he first studied painting in the
Colorossi Academy, then at the Julian Academy,
tinder Joseph Blanc, Gustave Courtois, J. L.
Gerome, and J. P. Laurens. Returning to Bos-
ton in 1889, he practised painting during the day-
light hours and in the evening assisted his brother
in carving frames whenever there was need of
help. The brothers presently moved from Boston
to Winchester, Mass. It was at this period that
Maurice's sketchy but animated street scenes in
Boston and bright water colors of Revere Beach
with its throngs of pleasure-seekers began to at-
tract the attention of the public to his work. Mrs.
J. Montgomery Sears, herself an accomplished
artist, was one of his first patrons. He made his
second trip to Europe in 1898-99. He went to
Venice, Rome, and Naples, and brought back a
group of vivacious and sparkling impressions,
some of which were shown at Chase's Gallery,
Boston, in 1900. Five years later, in company
with Charles Hopkinson and Charles Hovey Pep-
per, he held an exhibition at the Kimball Gallery,
Boston, and the same year he opened an exhibi-
tion at the Macbeth Gallery, New York. Then
came an exhibition at the Art Institute of Chi-
cago, which brought to view not only gay water
colors of holiday scenes in Italy but also a score
of color prints of children at play in Franklin
Park, Boston, and several diverting circus mo-
tives. Still another exhibition was held at the
Macbeth Gallery, New York, in 1908.

In 1914 the Prendergast brothers moved to
New York, where they took a studio in Wash-
ington Square and remained until Maurice's
death in 1924. During this decade Maurice's
style underwent a radical change in the direction
of a more abstract and purely decorative art. The
light touch, the joy in life, and the beautiful color
of his early period were replaced by a more con-
ventionalized and less realistic manner, in which
the appeal was doubtless more esthetic but with
less of human interest. Nevertheless, though the
pictures of this late period may have been "caviar
to the general," they met with a considerable
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degree of enthusiastic approval from the cogno-
scenti. At the Corcoran Gallery exhibition of
1923 he was awarded the third W, A. Clark
prize of $2000 and the Corcoran bronze medal
for his "Landscape with Figures." In 1926 a
memorial exhibtion of his oil paintings, water
colors, and pastels was held at the Cleveland Art
Museum; three years later another memorial ex-
hibition was held at Cambridge, Mass., under the
auspices of the Harvard Society for Contempo-
rary Art. Another exhibition was opened at the
Kraushaar Gallery, New York, in 1930. Pren-
dergast's pictures are to be seen in the Phillips
Memorial Gallery, Washington, the Cleveland
Art Museum, the John Herron Art Institute,
Indianapolis, the Art Institute of Chicago, the
Newark (New Jersey) Museum, the Detroit Art
Museum, the art gallery of Yale University, the
Whitney Museum, New York, and at Andover
Academy, Andover, Mass.
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script, Feb. 14, 1924-]                                  W.H.D.

PRENTICE, GEORGE DENNISON (Dec.

18, i8o2-Jan. 22, 1870), journalist, the younger
of two children of Rufus and Sarah Stanton
Prentice, and a descendant of Thomas Prentice
who became a freeman of Cambridge, Mass., in
1652, was born in New London County, Conn.
A precocious child, he was taught by his mother
to read at three and a half and was then sent to
the district school. Between the years of nine
and fourteen he was obliged to work on his fa-
ther's farm but that did not deaden his ambition
for a professional career. By studying- he pre-
pared himself and by teaching- he earned money
to pay his expenses at college and in 1820 he
entered the sophomore class of Brown Univer-
sity. He graduated in 1823 and after another
period of teaching he began to study law and
gained admission to the bar, although his prac-
tice was brief and small. In 1827 he had his first
newspaper experience in the editorship of a New
London paper; in 1828 he became first editor of
the New England Review, a Hartford weekly.
Because he displayed an unusual aptitude for
political leadership he was sent in 1830 to visit
Henry Clay in Kentucky in order to compile a
biography of the candidate. Published in 1831,
the Biography of Henry Clay was hastily written
and over-eulogistic but its author's personality
made upon Kentucky politicians so favorable an
impression that he was invited to take charge of
a projected newspaper to combat the spread of
Jacksonian Democracy throughout the state.
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